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The Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund was 
set up following the Boxing Day Tsunami 
of 2004 in memory of one little girl who 
never made it home to open her Christmas 
presents. Originally a disaster relief fund, 
14 years on, the charity continues to be 
dedicated to improving the lives of children 
in Sri Lanka.  

A TIME FOR GIVING 

Giving is fundamental to us as humans and a gift 
can bestow light, warmth and happiness inside, 
both to the person giving and the lucky receiver.  

But does this wonderfully simple act have to be 
confined to Christmas or specific occasions like 
birthdays?  Couldn’t that wonderful feeling of 
giving extend all year round?  

The Isabella Peatfield Fund thinks it can - when 
you join our Pink Elephant Club. Funds raised 
through the Pink Elephant Club go towards 
sponsoring a child’s education. By giving as little 
as £2 a month you can help give a child hope – 
you can give them the gift of a future.
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We totally depend 
upon the generosity 
of our supporters 
and could not do it 

without you



The Home of Hope near Kandy, Central Province, 
provides a safe space for 98 children. Each and 
every one of these children is given the best.  Many 
have arrived in a state of trauma, with an uncertain 
future on the cards. At Home of Hope, thanks to 
love, nurture and investment, they have grown and 
developed, gained confidence and with that the 
ability to create a life for themselves. By investing 
in these children, they are saved from a life on the 
streets, giving them the self-belief that is required 
to go out in the world and give something back. 
Today, the children are studying to be lawyers, 
travel agents and beauticians. 

The overriding success of Home of Hope is down 
to the personal relationships that they have forged 
with sponsors over the years. The Isabella Peatfield 
Memorial Fund has been supporting Home of 
Hope for many years and has made a difference 
to many children’s lives. The monies received 
are directly invested in Home of Hope and have 
included a water tank and projects such as a new 
library and the annual Isabella Christmas Party.

On her recent trip to Sri Lanka, Kim Peatfield 
met up with Daily Mail reporter, David Williams, 
to visit the Home of Hope Home.  Here, he 
tells the Pink Elephant about his thoughts on 
meeting the children.

‘The children clapped and smiled, gathering 
around Kim to greet their ‘special’ visitor from 
England. It was a delightful scene in one of the 
clean, open-sided classrooms bathed with warm 
winds at the Home of Hope in Digana, near Kandy, 
with the children’s obvious joy matched by that of 
Kim.

‘Several like Serena, whose mother, a beggar, had 
tried to commit suicide by covering herself in petrol 
and putting a match to her body, were five year-
olds, the same age as Isabella when she died in 
the tsunami.

‘It gave the visit a special poignancy as Kim played 
with Serena and her friends in a playground, paid 
for from the fund set-up in Isabella’s name. 

‘A beaming Kim pushed Serena and her friend 
Hala, also five, so high on the swings that their 
shrieks of excitement echoed over the playground 
causing others to want to join in.  Within moments, 
Kim was surrounded by boys and girls wanting to 
play with her.

PEACE, COMFORT AND EDUCATION

‘The significance was not lost on Alfie and 
Sharmini Perera, the couple who gave up 
successful careers over a decade ago to found the 
orphanage in beautifully green, open land outside 
Digana.

NEWS FROM OUR ORPHANAGES 

HOME OF HOPE
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‘With Sri Lanka at the time gripped by brutal civil 
war, originally the idea was to provide peace, 
comfort and education for the conflict’s orphans 
and those separated from their families.

‘But with peace returning to the island, those 
receiving help include children whose parents have 
fallen on hard times, those sent to the home by 
civil authorities and those with disabilities.  There 
are some children too who are torture victims and 
others who have been abused.

‘There are currently 93 children, aged 4-18, at the 
Home while some 300 receive treatment and help 
for their disabilities in a series of rooms furnished 
with the latest equipment courtesy of major 
support from the Netherlands – touched by the 
work of the Pereras, who so far have helped care 
for 304 residential children.

‘When I visited with Kim, the feeling was one of 
happiness, peace, education and most important 
for children who have suffered so young, security.

‘Remarkably for such a home, even one on a 
sprawling 25 acre site which is enclosed by 
gentle rolling hills, there are not only the normal 
classrooms and beautifully kept dormitory blocks 
but the children also have access to a swimming 
pool, library (many of the books have come from 
families in the UK who have donated in the name 
of Isabella), a Batik workshop, a computer centre, 
a carpentry shop, a health centre, a physiotherapy 
unit and a Handloom and Sewing Centre.

‘The Home’s goal is to give care to children in need 
who are affected by poverty and social problems.

‘In that, the care, the understanding and support 
it provides mirrors the Canadapura orphanage in 
Tangalle on Sri Lanka’s south coast which I visited 
four years ago and is also supported in the name 
of Isabella with funds that are so vital to these 
children’s future.

‘Four religions can practice their faith at the Home 
of Hope and this year, like last, all will come 
together for a Christmas party paid for in Isabella’s 
name.  

‘Few of the children are old enough to remember 
the tsunami but Alfie and Sharmini say that they 
explain to them what happened on the day that 
38,000 people in Sri Lanka alone – half of them 
children – died when the giant, terrifying waves 
struck.  They will explain too, they say, what 
happened to Isabella and her significance in the 
life of the Home of Hope. While driving along the 
twisting, rutted and overcrowded roads to Digana, 
Kim had spoken with me about her determination 
that ‘Isabella did not die in vain’ and of the desire 
to ‘give children the future Isabella was denied.’

‘In the children, the love and care at the Home of 
Hope, those painful, noble, heartfelt goals can be 
seen to be coming true each day.’

For more information about Home of Hope visit 
www.homeofhope.nl and click on the English 

Kim meets Sharmini, Alfy and the younger children they care for at the Home of Hope



It is always thrilling when people who 
have raised funds for the IPF are able to 
visit Sri Lanka and see first-hand exactly 
where the money goes and the difference 
it really does make. This is what happened 
to the Stoll family who spent a day at an 
orphanage in April.

Gersende Stoll describes their visit:

“Visiting Canadapura Orphanage in April 
2018 was an amazing experience.  We’d 
arrived in Sri Lanka 10 days before and were 
looking forward to meeting the children from 
the moment we landed.

‘Our three eldest children Maddie, Maya and 
Noah had fundraised at school and, as a 
result we’d managed to take some wonderful 
items to the orphanage including school 
shoes, pencils cases, cricket and volley ball 
equipment, board games and sweets!

‘We were also delighted to discover the new 
pieces of furniture that we’d purchased for 
the orphanage had been delivered and were 
waiting to be revealed to the children.

‘We were touched by the children’s warm 
welcome and the beautiful cards and 
messages they’d prepared for us.  We 
enjoyed meeting the matron and children and 
had the opportunity to play cricket and volley 
ball with them.  Despite their simple life, the 
children were smiling and seemed happy to 
live in a safe, clean and caring environment.  
The playground and the library donated by the 
Isabella Peatfield Foundation are great assets 
for the orphanage.

‘Since returning to London, we think every 
day about our visit to the orphanage.  It was 
very inspiring and humbling.  We miss the 
children’s smiles, energy and generosity and 
can’t wait to go back and visit them.’

 STOLL FAMILY VISIT 
CANADAPURA ORPHANAGE 

Canadapura Orphanage welcomes the Stoll family

Children play together

STILL WATERS

Still Waters Orphanage provides a home and hope 
for poor, underprivileged and vulnerable children 
on a beautiful 15-acre site in Tangalle.  The home 
helps children to learn and grow in an environment 
of love and acceptance. They have a secure home, 
receive formal education and can be involved in a 
wide range of training, including garment-making 
and computer skills. The Home now has its own 
Facebook page.  Check out their latest news and 
photos on 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/stillwatersinternational
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It is thanks to our Pink Elephant members, 
who pay into the Fund every month by 
standing order or direct debit, that we are able 
to support a number of children’s learning.  
By making regular monthly donations we can 
commit to the future of a child, helping them 
through school and beyond into learning a 
profession.  We feel this is one of the most 
important things we can do to help a child 
improve their life and break free of the chains 
of poverty. Meet some of the children our Pink 
Elephant supporters help...

Shashini is 18 and is waiting for her A level 
Results.  She wants to go to Medical School and 
become a doctor.  She’s worked incredibly hard 
to get where she is as her mother walked out on 
the family and her father has to work seven days 
a week as a hospital security guard, earning only 
£75 a month.  Shashini’s very clever and studies 
away from home at a school in Colombo, paid for 
by the Isabella Fund.

Hasini is 16 and has just sat her O Levels.  
The Fund pays for her school bus, books and 
stationary and private tuition.  She’ll will start her 
A Levels in 2019 and is interested in IT.  

Pamudi’s father left the family when she 
was only seven, leaving her mother to bring 
her up alone.  Despite struggling with extreme 
poverty – her mother sells betel leaves in Tissa 
town – Pamudi passed the Grade 5 Scholarship 
exam and gained a place at Visakha College, the 
best girls’ school in Sri Lanka.  She is now 16 
and waiting for her O Level Results.  We pay for 
Pamudi’s board and lodgings in Colombo.  She 
is a bright, articulate girl who wants to become a 
civil engineer.  

Ravishi is 10 and she and her younger brother 
live with their grandparents after both parents 
abandoned them.  Their granny is 60 years old, 
and works as a field worker, earning just £4 a day 
for over 10 hours work. Ravishi was the only child 
in the school to pass the Grade 5 scholarship 
exam in 2018.

We heard about Ravishi when her teachers 
approached the Fund to ask if we could support 
her education.  With her bursary she will have the 
opportunity to achieve her potential and move 
to Debarawewa Central College from 2019 
onwards. Thanks to our Pink Elephant members 
she will be able to get to school by school van 
and benefit from private classes in English, 
Science and Maths. 

We also support two other families struggling 
with poverty in Tangalle and pay for extra 
tuition for our aid worker, Lanka’s two boys 
and daughter, who live in Colombo.

SPOTLIGHT / Girls and boys we sponsor



A split second is all it takes to change a life. A tragic twist of 
fate can start a series of disastrous events that throws lives 
into chaos and disaster.

PLEASE HELP US SUPPORT A FAMLY THROWN INTO POVERTY

Thank you Pink Elephants!

Melissa Diaz, a 21 year-old student from 
Colombo in Kandy contacted the Fund to 
ask our help when her neighbour, Manju, 
suffered an horrific motorcycle accident 
that has left him brain damaged and 
unable to work.  It also robbed his wife and 
three daughters of a loving, hard-working 
husband and father.

‘Please, help my neighbour’s family,’ Melissa 
wrote. These lovely people have been dealt a 
hand that would overwhelm many.  I beg you 
to help them.’

On the night of 11th December, 2017, Manju 
was on his way home on his motorbike to 
his family, when he was involved in a head-
on crash.  The police who arrived at the 
scene found him unconscious and bleeding 
profusely from a head wound. He was rushed 
to the nearest general hospital and was 
admitted to the ICU where he underwent 
treatment for two weeks.

Melissa continues,

‘It was nearly two months later before he 
gained consciousness.  Only for his family 
to discover he had no recollection of who he 
was, what had happened, or even who his 
family members were. He was diagnosed with 
partial amnesia and brain damage.’

It’s a year now since the accident and he’s 
still undergoing treatment.  He is unable to 
work and provide for his wife and three young 
daughters.  In Sri Lanka there is no state 
benefit for people in these circumstances.

‘His accident has plunged them into poverty,’ 
Melissa continues. ‘Numerous financial 
difficulties have meant they’ve had to leave 
their home and move into an old decrepit 
house in the neighbourhood. 

His wife has started making food (rice) 
packets for sale in a bid to meet their daily 
expenses such as keeping the children 
fed and educated as well as to cover the 
husband’s medical bills.  It’s a disaster for 
them all.’

The girls, Jithara, who is 16, Shameena, 
who’s 10, and little Shanela, who is aged 
just seven, have lost not only their loving 
father but their home and their lifestyle. The 
family literally cannot make ends meet.  It is 
circumstances such as these that too often 
lead to families breaking up; with parents 
going abroad to work and the children being 
put into orphanages.

Please make a donation today – however 
small.  Your support will ensure these 
three girls get fed, have new clothes and 
can go to school.  Please help us keep this 
family together.  
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VIEW FROM  SRI LANKA

THAT’S SO SRI LANKA
By Jon Ashworth

‘Sri Lanka has a new advertising slogan. 

‘The previous one, Sri Lanka: Wonder of 
Asia, attracted derision from locals, and the 
new one is arguably even worse… a ritzy film 
clip showing peacocks dancing and tourists 
cavorting with locals ends with the tagline: 
That’s So Sri Lanka.

‘Unfortunately, almost the same day the 
campaign was launched, Sri Lanka’s Parliament 
ended up with two Prime Ministers, each 
refusing to give way. There was chaos with one 
MP brandishing a knife and another throwing a 
dustbin at the Speaker of the House. As they 
say, that’s so Sri Lanka.

‘Fears that violence will spill over into the 
streets has led to a slew of cancellations from 
tourists just ahead of Christmas and New Year 
when hotels are usually fully-booked. This is a 
disaster for the tourism industry, which along 
with textiles and fishing, is Sri Lanka’s biggest 
earner.

‘Ordinary Sri Lankans are watching 
developments with a mixture of hope and 
stoicism. The divide between rich and poor 
grows wider by the day, and it is quite common 
to see brand-new BMWs and Range Rovers 
cruising past rusting bicycles and battered tuk-
tuks.

‘Cost of living has soared in the last few 
years and items such as powdered milk is 
now unaffordable to country dwellers. The 
stoicism is a case of grin and bear it and the 
hopefulness is that the Government will change 
and cut prices of everything from petrol to 
lentils.

‘Amidst the chaos, parents continue to put 
their children’s education first in the hope that 
they can educate them out of poverty into 
doctors, lawyers or bankers. That is the dream 
of the average country dweller and a source of 
immense pride to those who have achieved it. 

But it costs money and when you are earning 
around £5 a day doing “kuliweda”, or day-to-
day work in paddy fields or on construction 
sites, even a new pair of school shoes for your 
daughter can be out of reach.

‘While it is compulsory to attend school in 
Sri Lanka, most of the real learning is done at 
private tuition classes outside school hours. 
The Isabella Fund helps with tuition costs as 
well as providing stationery and other essential 
items. It shares the dreams of local parents 
wanting only to see their children given the best 
chance to educate their way out of poverty.

‘To borrow an earlier advertising tagline for Sri 
Lanka, it is truly A Land Like No Other.’

Jon Ashworth helps with Isabella Peatfield 
Memorial Fund’s work in Sri Lanka



FUNDRAISING NEWS

Howzat for Generosity!!
England Cricket Tour trip to Sri Lanka raises 
thousands of pounds for Home of Hope 
Orphanage.

Gordon Bacon, tour manager for Melton Mowbray-
based Howzat Travel has a long association 
with the Isabella Fund, after visiting the Isabella 
Children’s Ward in Tangalle Hospital, and 
Canadapura Orpahange, on the 10th anniversary of 
the Boxing Day Tsunami.

On his latest cricket tour to Sri Lanka in October 
and November, Gordon spearheaded a fundraising 
campaign to raise money for another of the 
orphanages the Fund supports, this time the Home 
of Hope, near Kandy, in the Central Province.

Gordon tells the Pink Elephant how it came about.

‘I worked as a consultant for an NGO (non-
government organization) in Sri Lanka after the 
tsunami, so had a personal interest in both the 
country and charitable projects set up after the 
disaster.  Seeing the smiles on the faces of 
the children who welcomed us at Canadapura 
orphanage was heartwarming.   So too was the 
story how Isabella’s name and memory live on, 
helping other children. So, when I was asked to join 
the Howzat team for the England cricket tour to Sri 
Lanka, I immediately thought of the IPF.’ 

Howzat Travel is a philanthropic organization, which 
supports charities working in the country where they 
are touring. Gordon mentioned Isabella’s charity to 
the travel firm’s directors and was delighted when 
they selected the IPF as the chosen charity in Sri 
Lanka. Over the tour’s five One Day Internationals, 
one T20 Match and three Test Matches in three 
different regions, Howzat held events, dinners and 
trips for their clients where the work of the IPF was 
highlighted and donations encouraged.

Ian Kerr is the director of Leicester-based Howzat 
Travel and he said:

‘Being a father of young girls I can only image the 
events of boxing day 2004 and it brought tears 
to my eyes reading about what happened to poor 
Isabella. I remember that day so well having just 
arrived in Johannesburg for the cricket.  I was glued 
to the TV screens whilst trying to piece it altogether. 
It was tragic beyond words…

‘Sri Lanka has always been a country that has been 
kind to me and our business and one we love going 
too. In fact, I would say it’s my favourite Cricket tour, 
so once Gordon suggested the Isabella Peatfield 
Foundation, it really was the perfect choice.’

Gordon continued,

‘At the events, we were lucky to have cricket 
memorabilia put up for auction, including cricket 
shirts signed by players and commentators who 
were former test cricketers.  One England shirt, 
donated by Stuart Broad, was signed by all the 
England squad and was a highly popular lot at 
auction!

‘It was a great privilege when Kim Peatfield joined 
us as our special guest at an event in Kandy.   Kim 
talked of the on-going work of the IPF and how it 
supports children’s education. Over the length of 
the England tour in Sri Lanka, Howzat Travel clients 
raised well over £2000, which will go towards 
books, uniforms and shoes for Home of Hope 
children.

‘A great result for an extremely worthwhile charity. 
Thank you to everyone who made donations.’  
Gordon said.

Ian concluded:

‘We would like to say a special thank you to Stuart 
Broad, Matt Prior, Gareth Batty and Darren Gough 
for helping us with the prizes.’

For more information on Howzat Travel visit  
www.howzattravel.co.uk

Former England Cricketer Darren Gough presents Mandy West 
with her signed shirt
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Hugs for Orphans
After visiting all of the orphanages we support, we 
know that the children are incredibly well cared 
for and loved. But what we think they must miss, 
possibly most of all, are hugs and kisses from their 
mum and dad and a night time cuddle.  We can 
never replace their family but we can give them 
someone to hold at night….a teddy or cuddly toy.  
Something to love or cuddle that’s all their own.  
We had a tremendous response from our cuddly 
toy appeal on facebook and thank everyone who 
donated their precious toys for someone else to 
love.

Well done, Orla!
14 year-old Orla from Cornwall is one of our 
youngest fundraisers – but also the best!  

‘Hello, I’m Orla. I have raised over £4000 in 
two years for the Isabella Peatfield Memorial 
Fund. I have done this by selling books, toys 
and homemade cakes and have held a variety of 
charity events. The most recent one was a Sri 
Lankan curry night. I’ve had the opportunity to visit 
the Canadapura Orphanage and have been able 
to see what they need and meet the wonderful 
children there. I now know that I want to raise 
money for an older boy’s dormitory and hopefully, 
sponsor a child though education. I have many 
plans to continue raising money in 2019 for the 
Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund.’

Thank you, Orla for your amazing efforts. You are a 
true inspiration to children everywhere!

 

Thank you QEGS Sixth Form!
We are delighted to continue our long-standing 
relationship with Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
School in Ashbourne, Isabella’s home town.  The 
school’s Sixth Form has chosen the Isabella Fund 
as one of its official charities this year. We talked 
to Joy Mallard who has been hard at work, raising 
funds:

‘We chose the Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund 
as it is a small, close-to-home charity supporting a 
lovely girl who would have just left QEGS. We’ve 
done a few promotions of the charity and we’ve 
had stalls selling merchandise at open evenings.  
Every week we run a cake stall to raise funds, as 
well. We are also planning a non-uniform day soon 
where all the money raised will go towards the 
Fund.’

The school chose a tiny Buddhist School in a poor 
area of Sri Lanka to support and the Fund has 
already gifted them a range of books to add to 
their growing library.

 

Orla and her friends at their fundraising curry night

Kim gives out cuddly toys at Canadapura Orphanage

Jon Ashworth visits QEGS to talk about the Fund’s work in 
Sri Lanka.



Join our Isabella Elephant Club
For a regular monthly contribution from as little as £2 you can become a member of our Elephant 
Club.  All members receive regular updates, a wrist-band and an elephant lapel pin.  Members 
donating £15 or more a month also receive an Isabella t-shirt and everyone making donations 
over £1000 a year has the opportunity to have a playground in Sri Lanka named after them.  

Become a company sponsor
We are looking for companies to sponsor the Isabella Fund.  As a company sponsor you will 
be able to sponsor your own named playgrounds and put your company logo on playground 
plaques.  All your employees will be offered the opportunity to buy lapel pins and wristbands and 
you will be able to publicise your company further through sponsorship of fundraising events.  If 
you make regular donations to charities, please consider choosing us next time.  All company 
sponsors will receive profile features on their business and the good works their donations have 
achieved in future Pink Elephant newsletters.

Become one of our fundraisers
Get involved and help us raise money.  If you have an event coming up at which you could raise 
some money for charity or have an idea how to raise money, then please do get in touch.  We are 
also looking for helpful, friendly people to help sell our lapel pins and wrist-bands at their place of 
work.  If you think you can help then please do get in touch.

You can make a one-off donation online or by cheque
If you can’t commit right now to a regular contribution to our work then please do think about 
making a small one-off donation.  A little goes a very long way in Sri Lanka and every penny really 
does make a difference.

TAKE ACTION NOW!
How you can help

Any donation made to the fund goes directly to support the projects. There is no deduction 
for administration as everyone involved gives their time and support for free.  Our completely 
transparent donations procedure means you can see exactly where your money goes and the 
smiles it has put on a child’s face.
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For further information see 

http://www.isabellapeatfield.com/#!donate/c1ghi

 

JOIN US NOW 
and make a real difference to children in Sri Lanka.  

To find out more you can:  Visit our website www.isabellapeatfield.com

    Follow Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund on Facebook

    Email us at info@isabellapeatfield.com
 

We beg you to spare a thought for children who are so 
much worse off than us and how the littlest things can 
make the biggest difference…
Thank you!
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