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Are there any specific moments in your life 
that improved things for you or are there 
people who reached out and gave you a 
helping hand….. when you really needed it.  
Where would you be without them now?

Huge catastrophes like the Boxing Day Tsunami 
in 2004 often do serve as a catalyst for change.  In 
Sri Lanka the influx of foreign aid meant significant 
improvements to the country’s infrastructure – new 
roads, hospitals, airports, hotels and ports.  On a macro 
scale much good has come.  But what about on a much 
smaller scale – people’s individual lives and their hopes, 
dreams and futures?  Sadly, to many, not a lot has 
changed.  There is still abject poverty and children, girls 
especially, find it impossible to break its vicious cycle 
(see View from Sri Lanka on p3).

That’s where you come in.  The Isabella Fund does 
not aim to change the world; we don’t have the funds 
to build hospitals or new schools.  But what we can do 
is help change the stars of a few – just an impossibly 
few – children.  By joining our Pink Elephant Club you 
can pay for a child’s educational bursary and give them 
the chance to have a better future.  Their children in turn 
will go on to better things, and theirs after them.  It will 
take a few generations perhaps, but for now take a look 
at the photos of the children whose lives you could be 
changing in so many ways we don’t yet know……..
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These children are receiving a better education, which will mean increased life chances – because of YOU.

We totally depend 
upon the generosity 
of our supporters 
and could not do it 

without you

Has a charity ever managed to change the world?

  Hasini    Lavanya                Rumeshika
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VIEW FROM SRI LANKA

Sri Lanka is one of those countries which always 
seems to slide deeper into misfortune. As if the 
disaster of the Tsunami 11 years ago was not 
bad enough, Sri Lankans are now facing up to a 
financial onslaught on their pockets.

Even the poorest families in Sri Lanka can afford 
basic things such as motorbike for getting around, 
a phone and an electricity connection. However, an 
overnight increase in the rate of VAT from 11% to 
15%, along with an extra 2% tax on electricity bills, 
has pushed up the cost of just about everything 
except for tax-exempt staples such as rice and 
sugar.

Petrol has just gone up, and phone and internet 
bills, which were exempt from tax, have gone from 
zero VAT to 15% overnight. For a country where 
the rural poor are lucky to earn £6 per day doing 
manual labour, the increase in the cost of living will 
hit home hard.

It makes children’s school environments and 
education all the more important. Every day, 

hundreds of children in southern Sri Lanka have 
fun on the dozens of Isabella playgrounds built in 
the last few years. Children in orphanages have 
libraries to help with their studying and better 
facilities to improve their quality of life.

A handful of older children from poor families are 
attending some of the best schools in Colombo 
on bursaries provided by the Isabella fund. It is like 
taking a gifted child from an English council estate 
and getting them in to Eton.

Education is free in Sri Lanka, even universities, but 
school children  and students have to pay for food 
and lodging along with books, travel and private 
tuition classes. A bursary of £20 per month eases 
the burden significantly. Without our help, they 
would remain stuck in their rural villages, unable 
to break out. Through their talents, they have a 
chance to make something of their lives.

It takes years to make a difference, but creating 
a safe and friendly environment for nursery and 
primary school children is a good way to start. If we 
can help a handful of the brightest ones proceed 
through university and on to futures as doctors 
or accountants, we will have achieved something 
wonderful.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankans are waking up to the new 
tax disaster with misgiving and horror. It’s just as 
well the poor don’t need cars. Tax of 300% means 
a car such as a Honda RAV4 has a price tag in Sri 
Lanka of £60,000. It beggars belief.

The Isabella Fund is indebted to volunteer Jon 
Ashworth who oversees the charity’s work in Sri Lanka

SWINGS AND ROUNDABOUTS

Out of all the wonderful things that 
you help the charity do for children, the 
playgrounds are the truest embodiment 
of Isabella’s playful spirit.

Well done Nicky King from Blore near Ashbourne 
and all your friends who have supported you 
throughout your fundraising runs! Over the last 
two years Nicky has raised hundreds of pounds for 
the Fund by running hundreds of miles!  Nicky’s 
fundraising efforts culminated in running the 
London Marathon in a super-fast time of just over 4 
hours.  

“Training was hard,” said Nicky.  “I enjoyed running 
until 16 miles and then it really began to hurt 
and I found running was no fun anymore!  In the 
Marathon I was very emotional - I cried running 
over the start line and then again at mile 24 
knowing I still had 2.2 miles left to run.   But the 
atmosphere was awesome - so much so that I have 
entered next year’s ballot!”

Nicky raised £2644, which will be split between 
her three favourite local charities; Midlands Air 
Ambulance, Ilam School Association where her 
children go to school and the Isabella Fund.

Nicky’s hard earned funds were put towards an 
Isabella playground at Janadipathi School – a large 
school with 4,400 children.

This latest playground was officially opened by Ann 
Hambly from Derbyshire who visited Sri Lanka in 
January.

 

Ann Hambly opens our latest playground

If you would like to make a 
donation towards a playground 
or even hold a fundraising 
event to sponsor a complete 
playground and get your 
name and organisation on the 
playground plaque, please email 
info@isabellapeatfield.com

Mum in a Million

Delighted children thanks to 
Derbyshire’s Mum in a Million



purification; an extensive playground and 
books for the library.  

“Our next visit was something a little special 
– we were going to open a new Isabella 
Playground at Janadipathi School (President’s 
School) with 4,400 children from Grade 1 – 
Grade 11. They had telephoned to say that 
they were ready but I had no idea what lay 
ahead! They called it a Perahera (a Pageant). 
The whole school was waiting with children 
ready to give us flowers.  We were then led 
towards the school by two groups of young 
children playing drums and other instruments 
and dressed in stunning traditional dress.  
They led me, with the Principal and a senior 
teacher, to the playground area where I was 
presented with a decorated pair of scissors 
attached to a floral and decorated bag which 
was formally undone and passed to me so 
that I could cut the ribbon.

“The children were then invited to play.  It was 
wonderful to watch them having so much fun.”
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These were the words of Ann Hambly, 
spoken on her return from a trip of a life time 
to Sri Lanka earlier this year.

Ann had become involved with the Isabella 
Fund a few years ago when it was the 
chosen official charity of Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School in Ashbourne.  Ann had 
been impressed by the Fund’s involvement in 
projects for children with learning disabilities 
and wanted to be able to see them first-hand.

This is what Ann thought of her trip:

“A holiday in Sri Lanka was so different from 
the holidays that we were used to. We had 
never been to Asia before and it was truly a 
tropical paradise.

“The three weeks kicked off with us visiting 
Lanka, Kim’s friend of many years, in Kottawa.  
What a privilege to have lunch with the family.  
Lanka had been preparing the food since 
5:30am; the children had not gone to school 
and the husband had taken half a day’s 
holiday – just for us or really, just because 
we knew Kim!  We were treated so well and 
I am sure with a level of spending that I am 
sure they did not readily have. It was a delight 
to meet Lanka’s daughter, Lavanya, one of 
the children that the Fund supports with her 
education, and see how Sinhala, Tamil and 
English are, with totally different alphabets, 
learnt by all children - with English being the 
most essential for studying Higher Education.”

But it was her visit to the orphanages and 
schools that gave her the most lasting 
memories.

“Eight hours at Still Waters Orphanage in 
Tangalle left both my husband Paul and I 
feeling  humble and having the recognition 
of what can be achieved by a few in such 
difficult situations.  We arrived at the 
orphanage at midday,  just in time to see two 

groups of children, one dressed totally in 
white and one dressed in colourful clothes 
returning from Sunday Schools; those 
dressed in white had been to  the Buddhist 
Temple and those in colourful clothes had 
been to the Christian Church.  The children 
were aged from 5 years (the youngest age to 
enter the orphanage) to 18 years. 

“The next day was the visit to Canadapura 
Orphanage – again such a happy setting 
with volunteers from Germany to support the 
activities.  There was so much evidence of the 
Isabella Peatfield Charity at the orphanage.  
The bedcovers were so well loved by all; the 
playground was there in its glory; the library 
was just something else – so colourful; so 
incredibly resourced and laptops were there 
for all to use.

“The children, played, laughed and joined in 
with everything that was on offer and even 
the child who one week earlier left every 
member of his family behind responded to 
the kindness and the understanding of the 
volunteers.

“The last orphanage we visited was the Home 
of Hope.  This orphanage and clinic for the 
disabled was, to me, really something special.

“The Centre had, 15 years ago, been a 
chicken farm producing thousands of eggs 
a day and also broilers for sale.  All of the 
accommodation had been built from the 
chicken houses and included dormitories; 
volunteers’ centre; residential area for the 
disabled; kitchen; auditorium; music therapy 
area with a set of drums; physiotherapy 
areas; speech therapy areas; area for autistic 
children; area for batik; area for sewing; ICT 
room; carpentry area.  Everything was shown 
to us; nothing was hidden.
“Support is evident in all areas with Isabella 
Peatfield Fund having provided water 

SPOTLIGHT / In this issue of The Pink Elephant we throw the spotlight one one of our supporters, 
Ann Ambly and her husband Paul, who recently visited Sri Lanka. 
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“What an experience! What an education! What a stunning three weeks!”

Ann travelled across the island during her three week trip

The new playgrund opening ceremony

Bed covers bought by the Isabella Fund

Sri Lanka is a beautiful country

Home of Hope

Home of Hope



More than 120 gifts were sent over 
to orphans in Sri Lanka last Christmas 
thanks to a thoughtful initiative launched 
at two Ashbourne schools and taken up 
by people throughout the area.

The Isabella Christmas Gift Appeal was the 
brainchild of Laura Jones, KS2 teacher at 
Parwich Primary School who wanted her 
pupils to send gifts to the children at Home 
of Hope Orphanage. The idea was then 
taken up by Osmaston Primary School as 
well as businesses and people throughout 
the town.  

Gifts collected and gift wrapped ready to be 
delivered to children in Sri Lanka included 
hair accessories, stickers, colouring books, 
notebooks, story books and headbands, 
bracelets, wristbands, notebooks, pens and 
pencils, pencil cases, baseball caps and 
Lego.

 So many presents were donated that the 
Isabella Fund was able to surprise children 
in both the Home of Hope and Canadapura 
Orphanages with Christmas gifts.

The Isabella Fund has supported the Home 
of Hope Orphanage ever since shortly after 
the Boxing Day Tsunami.  It is a shining 
example of what can be achieved with love 
and devotion and complete selflessness. 

Here Sharmini provides an update.

“2015 was a very special year for Home Of 
Hope -  June 19th was the beginning of our 
15th year.

“When we began the home for the war 
effected children we never knew what we 
were heading for. 

“During the past 15 years Home of Hope 
has helped over 260 needy children. Over 
300 disabled children have been helped 
in the last 3 years. Most of the children at 
Home of Hope are doing wall.  Some girls 
are married having children and enjoying the 
motherhood. The boys are having good jobs. 
They possess motorbikes even vehicles. 
Most of them have visited Home of Hope 
many times and have so many things to talk 
& laugh about.

Also there have been many more children 
and families who have been cared & served 
as indirect beneficiaries. We would take this 
opportunity to thank God for trusting us and 
handing the responsibility to serve mankind 
with His Love & Compassion, which is the 
reason that we could do this work.

“This was possible due the support of the 
Sponsors, the Management and the Staff. 
Thank you.”

The Pink Elephant

SEE YOUR DONATIONS IN ACTION

Christmas gift appeal 
in memory of Isabella
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Excited children open their gitfs

We have three new bursary girls……….

Eight year old G.T.Navodya Thathsarani is 
in Grade 3 at Polommaruwa Primary School 
in Tangalle.  Your money goes towards extra 
classes in English, Maths and scholarship 
classes as well as some basics such as 
healthier foods and medicine when needed. 

Pamudi is 14 and is in the same year and 
class as our other Bursary girl, Rumeshika, 
at Vishaka College in Colombo. She was 
enrolled there because she scored very high 
marks in the Grade 5 scholarship exam four 
years ago: 186 out of 200 max and 5th in 
Hambantota District overall.

She comes from a poor family background 
-  her father deserted them and she is being 
brought up by her Mum, Shiromi, who works 
as a shop assistant in Tissa town. Like 
many in Sri Lanka, Shiromi has arranged 
a work permit to go and work in Israel for 
three years as a care home helper. Pamudi 
stays in a Vishaka hostel away from home 
in Colombo and with other costs such as 
travel and food etc our bursary allows her 
to pursue her education dream without the 
pressure of financial worries.

Lavanya is 13 and lives in Colombo. She 
recently sent us this letter... 

Dear Aunty, my name is Lavanya.  I am 
13 years old and in class 8.  I am a bit shy, 
helpful, kind and pleasant girl. There are 5 
members in my family.  My mother is Lanka.  
She is a very kind and beautiful.  She does 
all our work.  She teaches us very well.  My 
father is Lankesh.  He is also very kind.  He 
does a job to earn money for our education.  
I have two younger brothers too - Sandaru 
and Seniru. They are in class 4 and class 2 
and are a bit naughty but very helpful. They 
help my mother with the house work. They 
are also very good at education.”

Isabella’s charity is indebted to the generosity of its supporters.  
We could not do what we do without the kindness of people who make donations.  
One of the most important ways people donate is by joining our Pink Elephant Club.  
By making a regular monthly donation you can help children further their education, 
learn a skill or a profession and break out of the vicious cycle of poverty.

 

 BECOME A PINK ELEPHANT SUPPORTER

Thank you Pink Elephants!

Our new bursary student Pamudi

Lavanya

Christmas day 2015. 
Children now at Home 
of Hope

Home of Hope update



DERBY FUN RUN

Well done to all the children, parents and staff 
of Parwich Primary School who took part in 
the Derby 3K Fun Run at the IPro Stadium, on 
Sunday 17th April - raising money for three very 
good causes.

THANKS FOR GIVING

FatFace in Ashbourne will soon get its name on 
a playground in Sri Lanka - thanks to the store’s 
staff, its customers and the company’s amazing 
‘Thanks for Giving Campaign’. The campaign ran 
over the Black Friday weekend last November 
and, instead of offering discounts, donated 10 
per cent of all profits taken to charitable causes - 
in line with their vision to ‘change lives wherever 
Fat Face goes.’ They will certainly be doing that in 
Sri Lanka. Thank you everyone who shops there.

The Pink Elephant
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FUNDRAISING NEWS

POTTERY WORKSHOP 

On a sunny day in May the Isabella Fund hosted 
a one-day hand building pottery workshop, led 
by potter Andrea Leigh.  During the day Andrea 
showed the eager participants how to make pinch, 
coil and slab pots out of clay. 

The 12 potters, including two children, had a great 
day and produced a variety of attractive pots, 
tiles, little animals, vases and of course, the odd 
elephant to reflect the Fund’s elephant logo! 

Locally based pottery collective Claywirks, 
generously fired all the work in its kiln, giving the 
participants a lasting memento of the day.

Louise Dunning, Fund Trustee said:

“Because Isabella loved art, we really enjoy the 
fundraising activities that focus on fun and creative 
workshops that people of all ages can enjoy. 
Isabella would have loved it.”

More creative workshops will be planned in the 
future.

CURRY NIGHT RAISES MONEY FOR 
HOME OF HOPE

Thank you everyone who came to the Okeover 
Arms Curry Night to listen to Ann’s presentation on 
her trip to Sri Lanka.  We raised £290, which has 
been sent over to the Home of Hope – one of the 
orphanages Ann was so impressed with.

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

FOR	  MORE	  INFORMATION	  OR	  TO	  BUY	  TICKETS	  CONTACT:	  
INFO	  @ISABELLAPEATFIELD.COM	  OR	  CALL	  01335	  350476	  OR	  VISIT	  ISABELLAPEATFIELD.COM	  

Come	  on	  a	  trip	  to	  the	  Exotic	  
East…	  	  

SRI	  LANKAN	  NIGHT	  AT	  THE	  
OKEOVER	  ARMS	  

Presentation	  by	  Ann	  Hambly	  of	  her	  recent	  trip	  to	  Isabella	  
Peatfield	  Fund-‐supported	  orphanages	  and	  playgrounds	  

12TH	  APRIL	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  £8.00	  TO	  INCLUDE	  FOOD	  
7.30PM	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  OKEOVER	  ARMS	  MAPPLETON	  	  	  	  DE6	  2AB	  

Join us for an entertaining night with live music, delicious curry and a slide 
show showing the Sri Lanka of 2016. 

Ann Hambly, former member of staff at Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School, talks about 
her recent trip to the country of Sri Lanka - a beautiful island so popular with 
tourists, yet faced with abject poverty that impacts on the lives and the 
opportunities of children in its most deprived areas. Ann will show images of her 3 
week trip across the island, showing why this tiny country deserves to be visited.  
During her time on the island she spent many days at orphanages and schools 
supported by the Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund and talks about how money raised 
locally supports the lives of children so much worse off than our own. 

	  

	  

	  

All	  monies	  raised	  on	  the	  night	  go	  directly	  towards	  helping	  Children	  in	  
Sri	  Lanka	  

Staff from FatFace in Ashbourne – Leigh Baines, Joanna Holland 
and Kasia Fletcher present Kim Peatfield with a cheque.

YALA FUND UPDATE

The Isabella Fund has very close links with 
Jon Ashworth’s Yala Fund.  Based in Tissa 
in the south of the island, the Yala Fund is 
dedicated to helping schools, children, poor 
families, the ill and the elderly.  

https://www.facebook.com/yalafund

The Yala Fund has recently started running free 
monthly medical clinics for elderly people in 
Tissamaharama. Many rural Sri Lankans are 
very poor and cannot afford to see a doctor. 
Their only choice is to go to Hambantota 
hospital 30km away and queue up for hours. 
Yala arranges for three doctors to attend 
specially set up clinics. Each patient can spend 
as long as they like talking to the doctor and 
the Yala Fund pays for all their medicine. About 
100 people attend each clinic. It is totally free 
and the Fund also distributes water bottles and 
food. The eldest attendees are in their 90s.

‘Hydro-therapy” at Home of Hope

https://www.facebook.com/yalafund
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Join our Isabella Elephant Club
For a regular monthly contribution from as little as £2 you can become a member 
of our Elephant Club.  All members receive regular updates, a wrist-band and an 
elephant lapel pin.  Members donating £15 or more a month also receive an Isabella 
t-shirt and everyone making donations over £1000 a year has the opportunity to have 
a playground in Sri Lanka named after them.  

Become a company sponsor
We are looking for companies to sponsor the Isabella Fund.  As a company sponsor 
you will be able to sponsor your own named playgrounds and put your company logo 
on playground plaques.  All your employees will be offered the opportunity to buy lapel 
pins and wristbands and you will be able to publicise your company further through 
sponsorship of fundraising events.  If you make regular donations to charities, please 
consider choosing us next time.  All company sponsors will receive profile features 
on their business and the good works their donations have achieved in future Pink 
Elephant newsletters.

Become one of our fundraisers
Get involved and help us raise money.  If you have an event coming up at which you 
could raise some money for charity or have an idea how to raise money, then please 
do get in touch.  We are also looking for helpful, friendly people to help sell our lapel 
pins and wrist-bands at their place of work.  If you think you can help then please do 
get in touch.

You can make a one-off donation online or by cheque
If you can’t commit right now to a regular contribution to our work then please do think 
about making a small one-off donation.  A little goes a very long way in Sri Lanka and 
every penny really does make a difference.

TAKE 
ACTION 
NOW!
How you can help

For further information see 

http://www.isabellapeatfield.com/#!donate/c1ghi

 

JOIN US NOW 
and make a real difference to children in Sri Lanka.  

To find out more you can:  Visit our website www.isabellapeatfield.com

    Follow Isabella Peatfield Memorial Fund on Facebook

    Email us at info@isabellapeatfield.com
 

Registered Charity XT28507 

Any donation made to the fund goes directly to support the projects. There is no 
deduction for administration as everyone involved gives their time and support for free.  
Our completely transparent donations procedure means you can see exactly where 
your money goes and the smiles it has put on a child’s face.

We beg you to spare a thought for children who are so 
much worse off than us and how the littlest things can 
make the biggest difference…….
Thank you!
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